DENDROBIUM NEWS | EDITION 4

NATIONAL SAFE WORK MONTH
October is National Safe Work Month and
at IMC, we’re thinking about our safety
moment and what motivates us to stay safe
at work. The national campaign from Safe
Work Australia is a good opportunity for you
to also think about how you can keep safe
at home and work.
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MY SAFETY MOMENT
The Orange Hogs (self-named crew title) are
proud of their commitment to safety.
“Orange Hogs, remaining injury free since 2013.
Always laughing but taking safety seriously.”
- Orange Hogs, Dendrobium Crew

COAL BURST EXPERTS VISIT
ILLAWARRA OPERATIONS
Left: Naylor Marsaut bifold burner safety lamp, glass, brass and steel, Wigan (UK) ca. 1920 MKMHI, kindly lent by Phil
Donaldson; Dendrobium Community Enhancement Committee members Tony Morris and Franca Facci (R) with Museums
and Galleries NSW Project Officer Penelope Edwell (middle).

DENDROBIUM COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM
With thanks to active community groups, our
Dendrobium Community Partnership Program
committed $191,745 to worthy community activities in
FY2019!
Over the last year the program has supported local school
sport and science initiatives, upgrades and maintenance
to local sport and recreational facilities and the archiving of
Mount Kembla heritage items.
Michael Rolfe of Museums and Galleries NSW led the request
for funds to enable the e-archiving of Mount Kembla heritage
items which were placed in storage after the closure of the
Mount Kembla Heritage Centre.
“This cataloguing will ensure that the collection is accurately

recorded and entered into an online database, so that
collections are accessible and discoverable”, Michael said.
“It will also ensure that the significance and size of the
collection is available if the collection is absorbed by another
local heritage organisation in the future.”
The Program Committee has recently arranged regular
meetings with Wollongong City Council to progress project
ideas received from the community.
South32 provides $0.03 per tonne of coal sold from our
Dendrobium operation to the Program. Contact us with
project ideas or for more information at ICEnquiries@
south32.net or 1800 102 210.

A coal mine bump, or coal burst is one of the geological
hazards faced in underground longwall mining. Coal
bursts are defined as the rapid expulsion of coal from
the longwall face or ribs (walls). While coal bursts are
unlikely to occur, we are very proactive about learning
as much as we can to understand and prepare for all
potential hazards.
At Illawarra Metallurgical Coal, we’re also always looking on
ways to improve safety, making sure everyone goes home
safe at the end of every shift. We are taking a proactive
approach to managing coal bursts and bumps in our mine
plan.
Our operations recently hosted a visit and workshop
attended by international experts in the phenomena of coal
burst. The workshop participants included technical experts
from Poland, Czech Republic, Germany, the US and China,
along with technical and operational personnel from our
Appin and Dendrobium mines. This follows an overseas trip
last year with one of our study teams who were researching
the European approach to coal bumps and bursts.
“We are very fortunate to be building these relationships to
help us continue our proactive approach to managing coal
burst hazards”, Geotechnical Roger Byrnes said.
These relationships help us ensure we are leading in
understanding and research in the wonder of coal burst.

One behalf of South32 Illawarra
Metallurgical Coal, we hope
you have a wonderful and safe
holiday period. Please
stay safe and enjoy
time with your
family and friends.
We look forward
to working
with
you, our
community
in 2020.

DENDROBIUM EXTENSION PROJECT

A CONVERSATION WITH … ELORA CROAKER

The public exhibition phase of the Environmental Impact
Statement has concluded. Thank you to everyone who
took the time to provide feedback on our plans for the
future of mining operations at Dendrobium.

Future Community Information Sessions will be held as
the project progresses through the planning assessment
process. Once we know the timing of these, we will let you
know.

The Department of Planning is now collating the submissions
received during the public display period.

If you have any questions, please email us at
dendrobiumextension@south32.net

UNSW student Elora Croaker talks
about her entry into mining, and how
she became part of the South32 IMC
university program. The program gives
university students the opportunity
to visit our operations and learn more
about a career in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Mining).

The project will support the ongoing employment
of 500 people.

The project will create 200 jobs during
construction.

OUT AND
ABOUT
COMMUNITY
EVENTS

DID YOU KNOW?
South32 IMC recently sponsored the Mental
Health Luncheon held at the Novotel in
North Wollongong. Representatives from
Dendrobium and Appin mine attended
the luncheon which raised awareness and
funds for mental health in the workplace.
One Door’s annual event featured an
address by the Honourable Governor
General David Hurley and his wife Linda and
keynote speaker National Mental Health
Commissioner Lucy Brogden.
IMC understands the importance of being
mentally healthy and ensuring everyone
stays safe and well and we are proud to
sponsor One Door’s event.

IMPROVING SUPPLY, SAFETY
If you regularly pass the entrance to Dendrobium, you may have seen
our progress on upgrading the mine’s the power supply. We have
been working on decommissioning our electrical network supplied by
BlueScope power lines, transitioning to the Endeavour energy network.
This has involved upgrading the switch yard at the front entrance and
will allow us to remove a lot of the redundant switch yard and power line
infrastructure, ensuring safe and consistent supply. The works are almost
complete, and we expect to switch our electrical supply in mid-November.

• Mental Health
Luncheon – (IMC
sponsored event)
11 October 2019
• AustMine Event
– Vice President
Operations Jason
Economidis
keynote speaker
15 October 2019
• Illawarra Business
Awards (IMC
sponsored event)
18 October 2019
• Unanderra
Village Fair (DCEP
supported event)
16 November
2019
• I98FM Illawarra
Convoy (IMC
sponsored event)
17 November
2019

What was the most interesting part of your visit to IMC?
I was able to gain an understanding of the huge scale of
projects and see behind the scene jobs that take place
for the coal to be moved above ground. I loved seeing the
control room and seeing the conveyor belts meticulously
designed, that were displaying real-time information on the
amount of coal being removed, as well as the performance
of the machinery. I found this such an eye-opening
experience on the wide variety of jobs needed to ensure the
coal is being removed safely and efficiently.
How much did you know about the mining industry prior
to your visit?
Prior to my visit to IMC, I did not know much about
the mining industry at all. As a child, I would always be
mesmerised while driving through Maitland and looking up
at the big mining infrastructure, to now being able to actually
climb up into the machinery, look at the wash belts and other
areas was such a great and eye-opening experience. My
little understanding of the mining industry was that it was
often quite dangerous work and had quite a negative stigma
surrounding it.
From this visit and speaking to my mentors, it really opened
my eyes on the need for engineers in the mining industry
and that without coal we would not have steel for our
everyday lives.
What sparked your interest in a career in STEM?
Throughout high school I really enjoyed mathematics and
science subjects, as I like being challenged in these areas
and found them so interesting! I absolutely love learning how

OPERATIONAL UPDATE
• Development and Longwall both achieved great
results for the month, with a new monthly record
relating to ROM tonnes.
• Several safety initiatives were introduced
recently including Airborne dust awareness
and mandatory gloves for underground, which
reduces severity of manual handling tasks for
our workforce.
• The mine has a new power supply system for
surface infrastructure.
• The offsite bath house at Marley place was
put into service during September, resulting
in reduced traffic movements to the mine and
freeing up much needed space on site.

Elora is situated on the left, standing with her fellow STEM
peers from the University of New South Wales
things work and enjoy recognising problems and trying to
come up with possible solutions.
I went to a Women in Engineering camp at UNSW in Year
11, and I realised that a future career in STEM was the path I
wanted to take.
How important is having a mentor to you?
Although I have only been at university for over a year
now, I have found having a mentor invaluable. It’s a great
opportunity to form a relationship with someone in the
industry, to be able to gain a deeper understanding on the
types of projects they’ve worked on, and how they have
overcome challenges in the workplace.
What do you do for fun?
I love to run whenever I get the opportunity and I often
participate in triathlons (when I’m not busy studying!). I am
originally from Coffs Harbour and have moved to Sydney
to study, but I still really love going to the beach and hiking.
When I’m not spending time with friends or family, you can
probably find me relaxing and reading a book.

