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WHAT’S NEXT

NEXT STEPS
Public
exhibition of
Environmental
Impact
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(EIS)

DENDROBIUM
NEWS

DPIE
completes
whole of
government
assessment
report

South32
prepares
Response to
Submissions
(RTS) report

We are seeking to extend the life
of Dendrobium Mine. So far, an
Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) has examined the environmental
characteristics of the Project including
ground and surface water, air quality and
emissions, noise, traffic and biodiversity.
The EIS also explored the economic and
social impacts of the proposed project.
We have engaged expert consultants to
undertake the necessary technical and
environmental studies. For both ground

Project
assessed by the
Independent
Planning
Commission

State and
Federal
determinations

and surface water, highly-specialised
technical experts were engaged to peer
review the environmental reports to
ensure comprehensive assessment of
the environmental impacts and proposed
mitigation measures.
The EIS was placed on public display in
July 2019. A total of 775 submissions were
received from government agencies,
organisations and members of the public.
Of the public submissions received, 81%
expressed support for the Project.
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The Department of
Planning, Industry
and Environment
(DPIE) will continue
to consult with
us, government
agencies and other
stakeholders while it
undertakes its ‘whole
of government’
assessment of the
Project.
Following this, it is
expected the Minister
for Planning and
Public Spaces will
refer the Project to
the Independent
Planning Commission
for determination.
Hard at work removing a
power pole in a residential area

OPERATIONAL UPDATE
• Following the completion of Longwall 15 on
the 25 February 2020, we recently completed
the changeover to the next Longwall,
Longwall 16.
• We are expecting to complete Longwall 16 in
November 2020.

IMC is proud to providing funding to Lifeline to
support volunteer training.

We continue to respond quickly to all Government
and broader South32 advice in response to
COVID-19. Our focus continues to be ensuring the
health and safety of everyone on site.

The safety of our people is our number
one priority. This includes the health
and wellbeing of our colleagues and
families in our local communities.
COVID-19
 s the impact of COVID-19 continues
A
to rapidly evolve, we are responding

quickly to Government advice to keep
our people safe and well through:
- Temperature testing
- Heightened use of PPE
- Staggered shift start times
- Social distancing

- The use of masks and gloves
- Increased hygiene measures through
the cleaning of contact surfaces
- Increased personal hygiene
through cleaning of hands, use of
sanitisers and limiting face to face
engagements

Help stop the spread of COVID-19
Prevention practices to ensure you go home safe and well everyday

x

x

SUPPORTING
SOUTH32
COMMUNITIES
DURING COVID-19
As we continue to work through
the COVID-19 pandemic, we are
proud to support our community
to assist those in need. Through
community investment in Lifeline
South Coast and Lifeline Macarthur,
our contributions help to train Lifeline
volunteers to make sure they are
prepared and ready to assist anyone
who phones the call line.
Lifeline plays an important role in our
community, providing all Australians
experiencing a personal crisis with
access to free 24/7 crisis support
and suicide prevention services. With

approximately 11,000 volunteers across
Australia, our business is proud to
contribute to this vital service.
We have also extended support to
other initiatives through community
investment programs including
the Royal Flying Doctor Service of
Australia and Foodbank Australia.
These non-profit organisations are
providing meaningful and lifechanging
contributions to our community.
South32 also offers Matched Giving
to employees, where the company
will match any employee donation to
eligible charities.

SOUTH32
LEGACY SITE
REHABILITATION
In 1940, overhead powerlines
were constructed as part
of an initiative to supply
power to the Southern
collieries from the Port
Kembla Steelworks. Some
eighty years later, the team
at Illawarra Metallurgical
Coal has been leading the
rehabilitation of these power
poles in designated areas
between Port Kembla and
Figtree. So far, the team
has removed 54 poles and
footings with 45 more to go.
We have been working with
residents who are very happy
to see the steel poles removed
from the landscape, or even
their own backyard. The largest
poles to be removed are
approximately 25 metres tall
and weigh nearly 7 tonnes!
The project is expected to
be completed in the coming
months.

E-CATALOGUE NOW AVAILABLE
We are proud to announce that
the Mount Kembla Mining Heritage
E-catalogue is now available online.
Using the platform e-hive, and through
the support of the Dendrobium
Community Enhancement Program
(DCEP) and Museums and Galleries NSW,
the Mount Kembla mining legacy and
history will be available to reminisce
and educate generations to come.
The collection focusses on the 1902
Mount Kembla Mine Disaster, but delves
into themes of migration, unionisation
and community in the Illawarra region. A
total of 274 records were investigated,
photographed and e-archived. A project

One of our trains
leaving Kemira Valley
Coal Loading Facility

spanning 12 months, this enormous task
will ensure the history of mining and
community will live on.
Thank you to Penelope Edwell who
completed the cataloguing on behalf of
Museums and Galleries NSW. The DCEP
provided a significant grant to fund the
activity, contributing close to $40,000. If
you would like to view the collection, visit:
https://ehive.com/collections/7079/mtkembla-mining-heritage-inc.
The DCEP is continuing to fund the new
suitable storage location for the items
for the next 6 months, with the collection
to be managed by Wollongong Heritage
Collections.

Image of unknown miner, circa
1910.

DENDROBIUM COMMUNITY
ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM
WHAT’S NEWS
The Dendrobium Community Enhancement
Committee (DCEC) meet every second month to
consider funding applications that will benefit
the local area surrounding Dendrobium Mine.
The Committee is working with Wollongong City
Council to partner on local projects that will benefit
the community and surroundings. With COVID-19
restrictions in place, recent meetings have been
held via teleconference. The DCEC consider projects
delivered in the local area surrounding Dendrobium
Mine, which includes Kembla Heights, Mount Kembla,
Figtree, Unanderra and Cordeaux Heights. The DCEP
aims to support projects, activities or opportunities
that provide a lasting community benefit in the
following areas:

• Enhances the cultural, physical and/or the living
environment in local area
If you have an application you would like the
Committee to consider, please email
illawarracommunity@south32.net

• D
 id you know we move up to 20,000 tonne of coal per day? We do this using 3 trains with 22
wagons each and they travel the return journey up to 12 times a day.
• D
 id you know we perform regular maintenance activities on our rail? Every 3 months all rail
movements are stopped to enable this to occur. This activity ensures our rail line and rail
corridor remains in good condition.
• D
 id you know we monitor dust from the rail? We have been doing this since 2008 and publish
our results on the South32 website www.south32.net every fortnight.
• T
 he Rail line is used to transport raw coal from Dendrobium Mine to the Dendrobium Coal
Preparation Plant where the coal is washed for steelmaking.

SOUTH32 SUSTAINABILITY

• Sustainability – Continued project life after funding
• Partnerships – Community ownership of projects and
joint funding

To ensure we are a sustainable
business, we take our environmental
leadership very seriously. We support
the global shift towards a low carbon
economy and seek to create value
through positive environmental and
social management.

• Innovation – Projects that meet the needs of the
community and are not otherwise funded
• Broad community benefit and application
The DCEC will assess applications based on how well the
activity will:
• Address area/s of need in the community
• Leave a lasting impact on the community
• Incorporate community participation and support
• Compliments other activities in the community
• Provides a significant present and future benefit to the
local area

RAIL FUN FACTS

Students of Mount Kembla Public School enjoying the
new playground thanks to the support of the DCEP.

We’ve aligned our company
decarbonisation plans with the Paris
Agreement, and our long-term goal of
net zero emissions by 2050 reflects this
commitment. Each year, we will report
on our progress, including the targets
and goals we have set ourselves to
achieve. For more information, visit
www.south32.net

Our Environment team conducting water sampling.

