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FY21 In Review – Dendrobium
Community Enhancement Program
In FY21, we supported a number of initiatives,
committing nearly $250,000 to projects including:

One of the projects we are really proud of is our

• Essential equipment for the Farmborough Heights
Brigade

Suburbs pool in Unanderra. Australia has one of the

• Water bubbler at the Mount Kembla pathway

of the shade is one of the five ways it is recommended

• Ryan Park Playground

to stayed protected from skin cancer.

• A three-year agreement with Life Education

commitment to a new pool shade for the Western
highest rates of skin cancer in the world. The provision

The new shade will complement the existing shade

• Western Suburbs pool cover

currently available at the pool around the 50-metre pool

• Wollongong Heritage Collection for Yesterday Stories

and over the toddler pool. This will be installed over

• Maintenance materials for the Mount Kembla Pathway
Group

the coming months and will be ready for next season,
keeping people protected from the sun.

We would like to welcome our newest Dendrobium Community Consultative Committee (DCCC)
member Anita Mulrooney! It is great to have Anita on the Committee and we look forward to working
together to support the local community.

OPERATIONAL UPDATE
• We are continuing extraction
of Longwall 17, which is
expected to be completed by
the end of 2021.
• To reduce the traffic volume
through the Mt Kembla
village, we have increased
the number of buses to site
to minimise the total amount
of vehicles traveling at shiftchange times.
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We're looking for a new
member for the Dendrobium
Community Enhancement
Committee!
We are currently looking for local residents who would
like to represent their community on the Dendrobium
Community Enhancement Committee (DCEC).
South32 Illawarra Metallurgical Coal (IMC) is committed to
creating shared value and making a positive contribution
to the quality of life of the communities, regions and
countries where we operate. IMC’s Dendrobium Community
Enhancement Program (DCEP) is committed to making
contributions towards the sustainable development of the
local area surrounding our operations.
The DCEP supports worthwhile local initiatives that will
provide lasting benefit to the communities surrounding our
Dendrobium Mine. The Program is funded by 4 cents per
saleable tonne of coal from Dendrobium’s operations.
The DCEC, comprised of community and Illawarra
Metallurgical Coal representatives, reviews applications
and decides where funding will be directed in the local
community. Our local community volunteers who sit on the
DCEC ensure the allocation of funds is a community-based
decision.

Community representative Emma Ivic, Principal Community
Amanda Silarski and Community representative Franca
Facci at the Ryan Park Playground.

DCEC meetings are held bi-monthly at our Regional
Operations Centre in North Wollongong.
If you are interested in joining the DCEC, please contact the
Illawarra Metallurgical Coal Community Call Line on 1800 102
210 or email icenquiries@south32.net.

Dendrobium Extension Project Update
As you may know, the Independent Planning Commission refused approval of the Dendrobium Mine
Extension Project in February this year. We are continuing to engage with internal and external
stakeholders, and have a dedicated team working through the options available to us. We will continue
to engage with the community and keep you informed.

Meet Mel Lett, Supervisor
Rehabilitation and Reporting and
local resident in Mount Kembla
What do you do for Illawarra Metallurgical Coal?
I have worked at IMC for 9 years, based primarily in the
Exploration Team at Cordeaux Mine Site. My current role is in
Rehabilitation and Reporting, essentially meaning that I track
and report on our compliance for all of our exploration and
subsequent rehabilitation activities.
How does IMC support the local community from your
perspective?
I see IMC as being proactive in providing regular business
updates to the community. I also think that IMC’s Matched
Giving program and investment into schools, facilities
and events are great examples of supporting the local
community.
What is your favourite part about your role?
Smoking ceremony at our head office and new totem
poles at our Project Office with Commaditchie artwork
and our company Values; Care, Trust, Togetherness,
Excellence.

Taking
action for
Reconciliation
To support South32’s Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP)
and celebrate National Reconciliation Week held last
month, we had a number of activities across our sites.
At our head office, Glen Ella shared stories about
his life and his thoughts on reconciliation. The team
participated in a smoking ceremony and enjoyed some
traditional Aboriginal food.
In addition, we have erected new totem poles and
signage at Dendrobium Mine site and all IMC operations,
acknowledging the traditional owners of the land on which
we operate, the Dharawal people.
We worked with the Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land
Council (ILALL) on the wording for the sign and purchased
traditional artwork from local organisation Coomaditchie.
Thanks to Coomaditchie and the ILALL for their support
throughout this process.
For more information on Coomaditchie and our
Reconciliation Action Plan, go to www.south32.net/
reconciliation.

I enjoy the role I play in maintaining our exploration licences,
which are critical to our operations. I am fortunate to gain
broad exposure in my role; from understanding longer-term
planning objectives through to short-term daily operations.
How do you and your family utilise the support from IMC
(playgrounds etc)?
I have two young children who love using the local
playgrounds, shared walking pathway and local day-care
facility.

Mel pictured with Antony Leone, Principal Corporate Affairs
at our Cordeaux site.

New Noise Monitoring System
supports community interests
This year, we installed a directional noise monitoring
system (DNMS) at Dendrobium Mine. The DNMS is
comprised of five loggers that provide coverage of the
pit top entrance.
Superintendent Environment Chris Schultz is pleased with
the installation. “The installation will help us understand noise
levels and ensure we are working responsibly”.

We have worked hard to identify noise trigger levels,
meaning that when the trigger levels are reached, a
notification is provided to the control room personnel. This
allows the control room to identify noisy equipment or
activities that are contributing to higher noise levels and take
immediate action to reduce noise on site.
This system will enable us to work more effectively and
cooperatively with the community.

Community Call Line
Residents who have questions, concerns or complaints about Illawarra Metallurgical Coal’s activities are encouraged
to contact us through our Community Call Line on 1800 102 210.
You can also email the community email at illawarracommunity@south32.net.

