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96 CANDLES MEMORIAL
At around 2pm on the 31 July 1902 a blast in the main
tunnel at the Mt Kembla mine killed 96 men and boys in
a tragedy that had an enormous impact on the Illawarra.
To this day, the disaster remains Australia’s most deadly
industrial accident and until the Victorian Bush Fires in
2009, it was the biggest loss of life on Australian soil.
On Wednesday 31 July 2019 at the Windy Gully Ceremony,
the 96 Candles Memorial marked 117 years since the Mt
Kembla Mine Disaster. In a memorial event, 96 candles were
lit for each of the victims. South32 partnered with the local
community to put on the memorial ceremony to remember
the victims.
The ceremony included a musical piece by the Welsh Choir,
an excerpt reading from the book the Mt Kembla Disaster
and a musical reading from Wendy Richardson, composer of
the Windy Gully Verse. The verse reads:
Lonely the wind sings. Lonely the bird wings.
Through fold or hill.
Then all is still in Windy Gully
Deep in the mountainside. Ninety-six miners die.
Loud were the cries.
Smoke filled the skies or Wind Gully
Closed now, the old pit. Sealed up, the mouth of it.
Paid for the coal.
Exacted the toll. In Windy Gully
Only the rains week. Only the Hills keep.
Watch where men die. Know where they lie.
In Windy Gully. In Windy Gully
Lead Organiser on behalf of the local community Kav
Reddan is proud to commemorate the victims and show
respect by bringing the community together. “This event is
far too important to forget and it is an important tradition to
continue in our mining town”, Kav said.
Neville McAlary, General Manager at Dendrobium Mine
delivered a speech at the memorial on behalf of South32
Illawarra.

“This ceremony is a time to remember those 96 boys and
men who lost their lives, and to affirm the bonds of family,
community, memory and hope”, Neville said.
Their memory lives on, and the importance of safety remains
the number one priority at all times. We hold lessons from
this disaster close and we will continue to think of those
that lost their lives in this tragedy. We will always remember
them.

UPCOMING
IN THE
COMMUNITY

Monday 11 August
– Monday 19
August –
National Science W
eek
Thursday 15 Augu
st –
Dendrobium Com
munity
Consultative Com
mittee meeting
Thursday 15 Augu
st –
Dendrobium Com
munity
Enhancement Com
mittee
meeting
Tuesday 1 Septem
ber –
SCARF Family Han
d in Hand Day
Thursday 12 Sept
ember –
R U OK? Day

DENDROBIUM MINE: COAL FOR STEEL
Illawarra Metallurgical Coal has been operating for 85 years,
contributing to the economic growth and prosperity of the
Illawarra. While South32 is a relatively new name in the Illawarra, the
organisation, its knowledge and its people have deep roots in the local
mining industry.
Dendrobium mine began operating in 2002 and has operated continuously
since then, supplying coal for steelmaking to local and international markets.
Currently, our Illawarra operations supply roughly 60% of BlueScope’s
coal requirements for its steelmaking processes. The coal reserves in the
approved mining areas will soon be exhausted.
We are seeking approval for the continuation of mining activities in the next
two areas, within the existing mining lease.
A Development Application has been made and an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) prepared. For more information about the project and
details on how to contact us, email dendrobium.expansion@south32.net.
Thank you to everyone who attended the Community Information Sessions
about the Dendrobium project. We will be holding more Community
Information Sessions over the coming weeks.

DID YOU
KNOW?
We have over 1,000 water
monitoring devices as
part of our environmental
monitoring program at
Dendrobium.

Our coal is used to create countless products – from the
seat belt buckles that provide safer car journeys and the
ColorbondⓇ roofs that keep us warm and dry; to the medical
equipment that can save our lives. It’s also part of the planes,
trains and automobiles that help keep us connected.
The coal reserves in the approved mine areas will soon be
exhausted. We are seeking approval for the continuation of
mining activities in the next two areas, within the existing
mining lease.

A CONVERSATION WITH … RHIANNON POTTER
UOW student Rhiannon Potter chats about her
entry into mining, and how she became part of
the South32 IMC university program.
Have you always been drawn to engineering?
As far back as I can remember (besides a brief stint
wanting to be an orthopaedic surgeon), I’ve wanted to be
an engineer. I was drawn to the idea that I would have the
ability to design, invent, fix, maintain, modify and problem
solve a variety of cool things. It’ll never get old when people
say, ‘wow it’s great to see a girl doing that’ and I feel proud of
myself every time.
What was the most interesting part about going
underground?
I loved learning about the amount of planning and organising
that goes into ensuring the safety and wellbeing of
personnel working underground. The planning to which sees
through the provisions of life saving equipment and their
locations within the pit, especially for one as large as IMC’s.
What makes you passionate about a career in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths)?
I want to encourage and educate other females of the
opportunities and benefits within STEM fields and be part of
making a difference to increase diversity.
The mining industry has rising demands and challenges. I like
to think that I am following the right path to be a part of that
and influence the change for good.
What was your first visit to our operations like?
My experience at Illawarra Metallurgical coal was been eyeopening and educational. I was based at Appin East, where

everyone was welcoming and
willing to help me. The entire
operation is really impressive,
with multiple site locations.
What would you say
to someone looking to
explore a career in STEM?
UOW places a huge focus
on STEM and encourages
women in STEM. I would
say that gaining the skills
and attributes associated
with science, technology,
engineering or mathematics
can help any individual reach
their goals, and as it is a
career stream which is not
bound by any limits.
What do you do in your
spare time?
I like to spend my spare
time, not that there is much, with friends and family, as well
as doing arts and craft. I’ve been knitting…and I’m in the
process of making a blanket.
Did you grow up in the Illawarra?
I was born in the Illawarra but moved away with my family
when I was 6 to the rural town of Broken Hill, where I lived for
13 years. After year 12 I came back to the coast to study at
the University of Wollongong. I’ve lived here for 4 years now
and I’m loving it!

ANSWERING THE CALL ON QUALITY
The Illawarra Coal Community
Call Line gives members of the
community an opportunity to
connect with our Community Team
and find answers to questions,
concerns and give positive
feedback.
With experience working on large
scale maintenance projects, Cordeaux
Heights resident Gerry Masi is a man
who appreciates a job well done.
That’s what motivated the Cordeaux
Heights resident to dial the Illawarra
Coal Community Call Line on 21 March
with feedback on some recent road
work being conducted by Illawarra
Coal.
“I’m used to driving over that
intersection at Cordeaux Road and
Central Avenue and feeling some
bumps,” Gerry said.
“But when I drove over it recently the
surface was incredibly smooth – it’s
one of the best jobs I’ve seen and

whoever is in charge there is doing
something right.”
That ‘person in charge’ was Logistics
Supervisor Luke Oliver, who gives
much of the credit to his team, noting
how they worked through heavy
rainfall to get the job done.
“It’s important to focus on the true
workers here - Chris Bloor and his
team from Bloor Rail, who execute
the maintenance on our rail line. They
worked hard with us in the rain to
complete the job in a narrow window
of time,” Luke said.

COMMUNITY COMMITTEE GOES
ON A CATCHMENT FIELD TRIP!
Last month, South32 Illawarra
Metallurgical Coal (IMC) hosted
7 representatives from the
Dendrobium Community
Consultative Committee (DCCC) on a
tour of the water catchment.

The group explored several of the
waterways and swamps above
the current mining Area 3C as well
as some of the significant surface
environmental features above the
proposed mining areas.

The tour of the catchment is a great
way for the DCCC committee members
to ask questions about current and
future IMC projects. The members
had a practical lesson about the
environment in which we operate,
thanks to some IMC experts.

Environment Coordinator Josh Carlon,
who led the catchment tour explained
South32’s groundwater monitoring
program, which is one of the most
comprehensive in Australia. We work
hard to continually improve our

“It is through Bloor Rail’s commitment
to South32 that we are able to
respectfully interact with the
community on these jobs, with
minimal impact and the goal of
making a difference”, Luke said.

OPERATIONAL UPDATE

In another instance, a resident used
the Community Call Line to raise
a concern about low hanging tree
branches over Cordeaux Road. The
branches were causing high vehicles
to move to the opposite side of the
road creating a potential safety
hazard.

• At Dendrobium, there are alterations
underway to improve power supply at site.

“The Bloor team are focused on
quality and conduct themselves
with professionalism in a way that is
aligned with South32 values”, Luke
said.

We were able to contact the owner of
the trees, in this case the local Council,
and arrange for the branches to be
trimmed within a few days of receiving
the complaint.

We are pleased when we can align
ourselves with local business and
know that we are contributing to local
Illawarra residents and the economy.

The Illawarra Community Call Line
is 1800 102 210. The line is free and
available 24 hours a day, seven days a
week.

• For FY19, saleable production increased at
Illawarra Metallurgical Coal, exceeding FY19
guidance following the successful completion
of two longwall moves in the June quarter.

• Coal waste material is currently being used
on Albion Park Rail Bypass to recycle our
product.
• Site security and fencing is being installed
and upgraded to protect community
members from site hazards.
• At this stage, the plan is to complete
LW17, LW18 then relocate to LWs 20 & 21,
before relocating to complete LW19. This is
subject to environmental and operational
circumstances.

understanding of the complex surface
and groundwater systems.
Committee Chairperson Mike Archer
said, “It is instructive for committee
members to see and hear firsthand
from the company’s experts in the
field, what the company is doing,
or planning to do, to mitigate any
impacts. Committee members
appreciated the frank and open
explanations and advice provided by
Josh, Chris and Ben.”

