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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Thank you to the many readers who shared your
appreciation for the launch of this newsletter in
late January. It’s good to know it was welcome.
Some of you have asked why Hermosa is often
touted as “one of the most exciting base metal
projects in the world.” I’d like to help explain.

ADVISORY PANEL
LAUNCHES
Thank you to everyone who
applied to be a member of
the Hermosa Advisory Panel.
We appreciate your interest in the
Hermosa Project and your
willingness to provide feedback
and stay involved throughout
development of the project. A
third-party consultant reviewed
all of the applications and had
follow-up discussions with
applicants and has made a
decision on the final 14
applicants. There is
representation from across Santa
Cruz County with six applicants
from the Nogales area, six from
the Patagonia area, and two from
Sonoita. The first panel meeting
to confirm everyone’s
involvement and outline the terms
of reference was held on
Wednesday, April 14. Future
meetings will likely
be open to the public, to be
confirmed by the panel, and
minutes will be posted at south32.
net/hermosa. We will share more
information in our next newsletter.

Hermosa is considered one of the world’s most significant
undeveloped resources for the metals it contains: zinc, silver, lead,
and manganese. It’s also one of the only significant undeveloped
resource for these metals in America. These are commodities that will
be incrasingly important to support the Biden Administration’s goals
of (1) transitioning to more renewable energy, (2) improving on
battery storage to make renewable energy a base-load power
resource, and (3) accelerating the shift toward electric vehicles.
America is highly reliant on overseas supply chains for the minerals
required for these transitions, including those beneath the surface at
Hermosa: Zinc is needed for wind turbines, battery storage, and solar
panels. Lead is needed for electric vehicle batteries
and battery storage. Silver is an essential coating on solar panels.
Manganese, an element in steel production, is in demand for electric
vehicle batteries. And recycling of these meaterials falls far short of
meeting the demand, even with very high recycling rates.
Manganese is actually a federally designated critical metal, but there
is currently no manganese mining in the United States and no
manganese metal production anywhere in North America. Every bit is
imported, but Hermosa has the potential to provide the first U.S.
production of manganese and meet U.S. needs domestically.
South32 views Hermosa as a rare opportunity to innovate, too.
Technology is changing fast, and we’ll be at the fore as we look
to create a carbon-neutral operation and use electric vehicles. We’re
already working on ways to source renewable energy for our
operation, which has potential to increase capacity in Southern
Arizona, a benefit to all.
There is much to be excited about at Hermosa. There’s also much
work yet to be done as we continue our studies and community
engagements to build toward something great together.

Pat Risner
Hermosa Project President
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mining claims are private land). The lines help to
identify rock types, such as limestone to volcanic,
and has minimal surface disturbance compared to
traditional surface drilling. This program allows us to
do some exploring, again with minimal surface
disturbance, but do not help identify new deposits.
The technology used also does not impact wildlife
and is safe for both flora and fauna. The areas are
reclaimed after the survey is complete and reduces
the impacts on Coronado National Forest Service
Lands. The geophysical program will continue into
May and possibly early summer.

COMMUNITY FUND NEWS
TRAIL SEGMENT OPENS TO PUBLIC
We have been working with the volunteers at
the Mountain Empire Trail Association (META)
on improvements to the Train Track Trail, which
originates in downtown Patagonia and connects to
the Arizona Trail. Portions of the newly improved trail
cross South32 private property, but we want the
community to have access to and use this trail, so
we’ve implemented an online permit system at
hermosatrails.com that allows users to instantly
obtain a permit. The permit is good for a single
person or family unit and is valid for two years.
The trail does follow the historic abandoned railroad,
so hikers will come across railroad spikes or other
historic artifacts. We ask that users admire but leave
these artifacts along the trail for others to continue
to enjoy. We worked with META on a small
inauguration last Saturday, April 24. We hope to see
you out on the trail!

The South32 Hermosa Community Fund recently
awarded $87,000 in grants to local non-profits in
Santa Cruz County.
The total amount is higher than in previous cycles
due to the increase in applications, likely resulting
from the COVID-19 pandemic and because the fund
is moving from three grant cycles per year to two.
Two grant cycles per year is more common and
allows for more thorough review and follow-up
with grantees.
We wanted to share the results from one of our grant
recipients, the Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds and
Rodeo Association (SCCFRA). The $10,000 grant
awarded in September 2019 allowed SCCFRA to
complete the much-needed kitchen renovation
project in Pioneer hall at the Sonoita Fairgrounds.
The grant helped pay for a new exhaust hood and
fire suppression system as required by the Santa
Cruz County Board of Health.

INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW
What are the lines on Flux Canyon & Harshaw
Road? We’ve received some questions about the
geophysical lines we’ve placed in Flux Canyon and on
Harshaw Road so wanted to provide some additional
explanation. The lines are part of a geophysical
survey program we’re conducting on our unpatented
and patented mining claims
(unpatented mining claims are on U.S. Forest Service
Land and patented
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We’re moving to two grant cycles per year!
Our next Hermosa Community Fund grant cycle will
open on June 7, 2021. Application deadline: January
29, 2021. Apply at: cfsaz.org/grants/south32-grants

The South32 Hermosa Community Fund is held at
the Community Foundation for Southern Arizona
(CFSA) and supports non-profits operating in Santa
Cruz County. The fund was established in 2019, and
South32 has awarded $390,350 to date.

MEET OUR PEOPLE
Tomas Goode, Ph.D., Principal Hydrologist,
has lived in Arizona for 23 years and joined
Hermosa in April 2020. He’s helping us to
develop a technical understanding
of groundwater and surface water around
our project. “I have always loved the
variety of people, climate, and landscape
of Southern Arizona,” says Tomas, who
lives in Tucson with his wife and son. “Just
look at the transitions between the
Sonoran and Chihuahuan deserts, to the
foothills and Sky Islands that break up the
countryside. This is a beautiful place to
live and work!” Point of trivia: Tomas
stands at a towering
6’’9”. He even played college football at
Dixie College and, later, Weber State. He
now enjoys backpacking and camping
as his primary sports.

WHY VISIT OUR PATAGONIA OFFICE
Message from
our Patagonia
Visitors’ Center
Manager

Department, too. When I was approached in 2017 to
manage the Patagonia Visitor Center for South32, I
jumped at the chance. I love being able to share with
the community and visitors the history of Patagonia
and what the future opportunities are with the
Hermosa Project.

I’ve been a part
of the Patagonia
community
since 1992.
I’ve coached
middle school
sports here
and have been
active in Santa

Currently, the office Patagonia office is closed to
the public due to COVID-19 precautions. But we’re
available at the ring of our doorbell for socially
distanced, masked conversations just outside the
office, Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The
office is staffed on rotation by Hermosa Communities
Manager Melanie Lawson and myself. Hermosa
President, Pat Risner,is at the office the first Friday of
the month, too.

Cruz Little League, the Patagonia Regional Business
Coalition, and Sky Island Tourism Association. For 21
years, I’ve been part of the Patagonia Volunteer Fire

When we re-open our doors to the public, please
come visit and listen to the history of the area, see
(Continued)
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the mineral samples that we have in our bank vault
and watch the video about the project. Safety of
our employees and the community are number one
priority. Tours to the Hermosa project will begin again
when it is safe for all.
The South32 Hermosa Visitor Center is located
next to the Stage Stop Inn at 301 McKeown Ave,
Patagonia. I look forward to your visit. Until then, stay
safe and well!
Denise Bowdon, Patagonia Visitors Center Manager

THIRD-PARTY WATER REVIEW
After we began presenting information in the
community about our proposed dewatering and
discharge program in July, 2020, we received some
additional questions from the Town of Patagonia
expressing concerns about potential flooding.
Our studies indicate that most of the water would
recharge the aquifer before reaching the Town of
Patagonia, but to be sure we collaborated with the
Town of Patagonia on a third-party review of work
we’ve done to reach this conclusion.
The Town and South32 agreed to have Clear Creek &
Associates undertake the review and the work began
in mid-January 2021. The review is nearly complete,
and we plan to share an executive summary of the
outcomes at the Town Council meeting on May 12
and a more detailed presentation the following day,
May 13 at the Flood and Flow Committee meeting.

The final reports, once ready, will be uploaded to the
Town of Patagonia’s website and also shared on the
Hermosa documents page.

ADDRESSING COMMUNITY
CONCERNS AROUND TRAFFIC
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to improve,
some of you have probably noticed an increase in
site activities and traffic on the roads that neighbor
Hermosa. We understand there to be other work
going on in the Patagonia Mountains on U.S. Forest
Service Land, but a large portion of the traffic is
ours. We want to remind the public to please share
any concerns about traffic, speeding, or other
activity directly with South32. You can email us at
askhermosa@south32.net or call Communities
Manager, Melanie Lawson at 520-419-5021.
We continually remind our employees and
contractors to follow local speed limits and be
especially mindful when driving along Harshaw Road
and through the Town of Patagonia. We care about
and are committed to the safety of the community
and will reinforce this message if needed, so please
do not hesitate to let us know if you have concerns.

Comments, questions, concerns?
Email askhermosa@south32.net
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