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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
I have been working at the South32 Hermosa
Project for nearly two years, giving me the
opportunity to get to know many of you in the local
community. But if this is your first interaction with
South32—and you’re wondering what Hermosa
is—I ask that you please take the time to read this
and future issues of this new quarterly newsletter.

GRANT CYCLE OPEN!
Application deadline:
1/29/2021
Apply at: www.cfsaz.org/grants/
south32-grants
The South32 Hermosa
Community Fund is held at the
Community Foundation for
Southern Arizona (CFSA) and
supports non-profits operating
in Santa Cruz County. The fund
has awarded $298,450 to date
supporting various projects
in the community including
exterior upgrades at the
Patagonia Museum and the
VIP Job Training program at
the Boys and Girls Club. Grant
applications are reviewed by
a committee comprised of
South32 staff, CFSA staff, and
local community leaders. We
also recently consulted with
the Santa Cruz County Board
of Supervisors to, once again,
earmark $50,000 in COVIDrelief grant funding—also to
be administered by CFSA—for
nonprofits in the region.

The Hermosa Project is a development option in an historic mining
district in the Patagonia Mountains. South32 acquired the project
in 2018, and preliminary studies revealed it contains a world-class
resource. The resource has significant potential to provide critical
base metals essential for our everyday needs and for the shifts
required to truly address climate change. We’re still studying and
exploring what’s under the surface, so mining is far from underway.
In fact, we’re in the pre-feasibility study phase, working to identify
a preferred development path. After this study is completed, in the
first half of 2021, the next step will be in-depth analysis through a
feasibility study. Any decision to invest in developing a mine would be
taken only after all studies are complete. We will share key outcomes
from the study work as we progress.
In the meantime, we’ve also been busy on our project site addressing
two significant issues from historic mining that occurred in the area
more than 50 years ago: (1) overflows from old mine workings and
(2) leaching of heavy metals from old mine waste known as tailings
that had been placed directly on native ground. Both issues were
contaminating nearby waterways during heavy rainfall. The work took
two years to complete, and we invested more than USD $30 million to
address it.
South32 is committed to working with local communities, and I
encourage you to ask questions, attend our community events when
COVID subsides, and visit our office in Patagonia.
Thank you,

Pat Risner
Hermosa Project President
P.S. You can read more about Hermosa Project and its new state-ofthe art tailings storage facility at south32.net/hermosa.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENTS

In October 2019, South32 hosted our first public open
house in Patagonia, providing an overview of the
entire Hermosa Project. Our most recent open house,
in October 2020, focused on two key areas at the
forefront of the community’s mind: roads and water.
This socially distanced outdoor open house was held
at the Patagonia Union High School football field.
For public health, we opted for large informational
signs that could be read from a distance, checked
temperatures at the gate, and required facemasks.
Our technical staff was on hand to share deeper
information and answer any questions.
We had planned to host a similar open house in
Sonoita in November but postponed due to the rising
number of COVID cases at the time. For the health
of the community, we felt it was too great a risk as
the numbers kept climbing. We are now tentatively
planning this event for March, assuming COVID
benchmarks are in a better place at that time. Watch
the local newspapers for an announcement.
We hope to resume public tours at some point in
2021, once COVID subsides and it’s safe to use
shared transportation. We had much interest in
public tours in 2019 and early 2020 and found that
the best way to communicate about the project is to
have people come out and see it. Public tours, when
they resume, will be held the first Friday of each
month except during monsoon. We will communicate
how to sign up when the program resumes.
Most other community engagements where we
would have had a presence over the past year, such

as the Patagonia Fall Festival, were cancelled due to
COVID. We hope these events can resume again in
2021 for the community’s benefit and also because
attending these events give us the opportunity to
know more of you and answer any questions that you
may have about Hermosa.
Our Patagonia office is currently open on a limited
basis for questions and socially distanced, masked
outdoor conversations. During the hours of 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Monday through Thursday, the office is staffed
by Hermosa Communities Manager Melanie Lawson
and our Patagonia Office Manager Denise Bowdon.
Hermosa President, Pat Risner, staffs the office on
the first Friday of the month, currently replacing the
public tour program.

ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS
Is South32 still proposing to build the Cross
Creek Connector as its access route? Following
an unrelated decision to extend the Hermosa prefeasibility study into mid-2021, we now have some
extra time to re-evaluate our access route study.
We’ll be using the additional months to review
possible alternative routes. As such, we did not seek
Santa Cruz County approval of the road in December
2020 and will not begin ground-clearing in 2021.
Will South32 really be removing up to 300,000
tons per month? This oft-quoted number is from the
now-obsolete economic assessment commissioned
by the previous owner of the Hermosa Project.
South32 is in the pre-feasibility stage and therefore
does not yet have production estimates.
Will Hermosa consume more than a billion gallons
of water over the next four years? We actually
aren’t proposing to consume water. We’re proposing
to move it, to allow for safe passage of workers and
equipment needed for further exploration of our
resource. Small amounts of water may be used on
site, for things like dust suppression, but most would
be discharged to Harshaw Creek.
How can community members review your water
reports? You can fInd these and other materials at
south32.net/hermosa/documents. We’ve shared this
same water quality and meteorological data with the
Town of Patagonia and are working with the town
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council on a third-party independent review of some
of our water reports.
Why haven’t you shared wildlife data? We have
contractors who perform wildlife surveys under
an Endangered Species Act permit, which outlines

requirements as to how and to whom the data are
reported. To protect species from harm/harassment,
we respect the federal agency’s authority and do
not publicly disclose the species’ locations. We do
provide all wildlife survey data to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the U.S. Forest Service.

MEET OUR PEOPLE
Kara Haas, Principal Environment, joined
the Hermosa Project in February 2020. She
helps to ensure Hermosa remains compliant
with environmental regulations. “Simply put,
I came to Hermosa for the people, whom
I have worked with in the past. I have the
pleasure of working with some of the brightest
people, who set high expectations for success
and have proven to me over my career
that integrity matters to them. I’m here for
South32’s values. And I’m here to help build
the most environmentally sustainable, safest,
and technologically advanced metal mine in
the world.” Kara resides in Patagonia with her
husband, Joe, and their young son, Jaxon.

WHO IS SOUTH32?

Landcare Australia. Through this partnership,
South32 and the community undertake hands-on
activities to protect and restore the environment.
Past projects have included cleaning up waterways
and restoring wetland habitats. In addition to
volunteering on the ground, South32 also funds the
projects. South32 has expanded the program to
Australia’s youth with the Junior Landcare Grant
program and is partnering with schools to teach
students about enhancing or restoring habitat
around school grounds. The students participate in
hands-on activities that provide environmental,
health and social benefits.

South32 is a mining and metals company with
operations in Australia, southern Africa, and South
America. We are committed to our communities, the
environment, and sustainability and believe in
creating shared and enduring value wherever we
operate. One way our Australian operations put this
belief into practice is through a partnership with

HERMOSA PROJECT PROGRESS
Exploratory drilling on our patented lands,
continued study of our mineral resource and how we
might best develop it (i.e., our pre-feasibility study),
and continuous operation of our water treatment
(Continued)
Page 3 of 4

Summer 2019, interns from the University of Arizona College of Mining and Geological Engineering

Note that we are keeping the number of workers and
deliveries on our project site in the Patagonia

COMMUNITY COMPLAINTS
We track and respond to all community complaints
related to our project. If you have feedback that
you would like to share with us, please email us at
askhermosa@south32.net.

Total YTD

Environmental

Business/Employee

Other

1

Stakeholder Engagement

Traffic

Complaint Type (Year to Date)*

Noise

State permitting can be a lengthy process, but in
anticipation of good outcomes to applications being
reviewed by ADEQ, we’ve started early works—
design, for example—for a second water treatment
plant we propose constructing. The plant would help
us safely access our mineral resource for closer
study, as hydrogeologic findings show we’ll
encounter water as our equipment burrows toward
the ore body. Only small amounts of the pumpedand-treated water would be recycled for dust
suppression on site; the rest would be discharged
into Harshaw Creek, where it’s expected to recharge
the aquifer well before reaching Patagonia.
Treatment before discharge is required so that the
groundwater meets surface water quality standards.
Learn more at south32.net/hermosa/documents by
accessing the 2020 July | Continued Exploration and
Permitting presentation included there.

Mountains to a minimum, progressing only critical
work that can be accomplished while following strict
COVID controls to eliminate close contact and reduce
risk of virus spread.

Dust

plant remain our top priorities at Hermosa right now.
The water treatment plant is an important feature of
our recent voluntary remediation of the decades-old
mine waste that existed on our property. We will be
progressing work to upgrade the plant to an even
higher order of technology following our late 2020
receipt of the necessary permits from the Arizona
Department of Environmental Quality.

2

3

*Fiscal year: July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021

Comments, questions, concerns?
Email askhermosa@south32.net
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