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GRANT CYCLE OPEN!
Our next grant cycle for the
South32 Hermosa Community
Fund will kick in on January 3,
2022. The application process is
open to nonprofit organizations
in Santa Cruz County.
Applications will be available
on the Community Foundation
for Southern Arizona’s online
grantmaking platform, Common
Grant Application. Program
grants up to $10,000 per
organization will be considered,
and up to $80,000 is available
each grant cycle. Visit
cfsaz.org/grants/south32-grants
for more information on eligibility
requirements. All applications
must be submitted through the
online platform by January 28,
2022.

FROM THE PRESIDENT
Since South32 acquired the Hermosa Project
in 2018, we’ve been working hard to grow our
understanding of regional priorities and what being
a good corporate neighbor looks like in Santa
Cruz County. The nonprofit sector has helped us
immensely in doing that. One byproduct of their efforts to improve
outcomes for the underserved, overlooked, and underfunded as well
as for dreamers and creators is that they have some really moving
tales to tell.
We get to hear many of those stories by way of our Hermosa
Community Fund, a donor-advised fund created by South32 and held
by the Community Foundation for Southern Arizona. Our annual report
of giving from this fund will soon be available to highlight many of the
2021 grantees and the inspiring ways they have used their dollars.
Fundamental to our community giving at South32 is a focus on
sustainability. The goal is to lift organizations and catalyze projects
with generational impacts for the good of this region, not to create
relationships of perpetual dependence. This approach is foundational
to how we work. When you hear us say that our purpose is to make a
difference by developing natural resources, improving people’s lives
now and for generations to come, this is one way we show it.
Happy Holidays to you and yours,

Pat Risner, Hermosa Project President
P.S. Visit cfsaz.org/give/partners to find a list of charitable funds that
support Southern Arizona.
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LET’S TALK WATER
We continue to share information about how we’ll
manage and monitor water in our surrounding
environment once we begin relocating groundwater
away from the mineral resource. This dewatering
program is necessary to support safe underground
exploration activities, and the pumped water will be
treated before being discharged to a nearby location
within the same aquifer. Below is a summary of some
important points on this topic.
We recognize that with any technical topic,
information can easily get lost in translation
and in passing discussions between concerned
stakeholders, so our door is open and your calls
are welcome if you want more answers or need
more clarification. Please contact Melanie Lawson
at (520) 419-5021 or drop by our office on McKeown
in Patagonia (Wednesday through Friday) for more
information.
Monitoring
We are looking at opportunities to install additional
monitoring wells along Harshaw Creek. You can
find results from our monitoring well within the
Town of Patagonia limits, referred to as MW-9, on
our Hermosa documents webpage at south32.net/
hermosa/documents. In early 2021, we also initiated
a voluntary well monitoring program for private wells
near the Hermosa project site. We do not anticipate
negative impacts to these wells as a result of our
activities, but it’s important to sample surrounding
wells for both water level and water quality to gather
baseline conditions. The wells are sampled quarterly,
and reports are provided directly to each individual
well owner to use at their discretion.
We’ve also been gathering baseline information on
surrounding seeps and springs and have compiled
this information into a Seeps and Springs Catalog,
which also is available to the public at
south32.net/hermosa/documents. These surface
water resources were also surveyed by the prior
owner of Hermosa, so we have data dating back to
2016. We have continued sampling on a biannual
basis, and the catalog includes the location and
characteristics of each of the spring and seeps
catalog.

Hydrologic Studies
We’ve conducted multiple hydrologic studies with
support from numerous consultants. Of particular
interest to many of our stakeholders is the study
conducted in early 2021 by Clear Creek Associates,
which was co-commissioned by South32 and the
Town of Patagonia. The results of the Clear Creek
study were presented at the Patagonia Town Council
and Board of Supervisors meetings earlier this
year, and both the full report and executive
summary are available at the aforementioned
south32.net/hermosa/documents.
In addition, the South32 Hermosa advisory panel,
comprised of volunteer community members, has
voted to use some of their technical assistance
budget to retain a third-party hydrologic
intermediary, Dr. Ty Ferre, who is an esteemed
professor at the University of Arizona. Dr. Ferre
and his graduate students are working to develop
various ways to help answer questions raised by the
community about hydrology and South32’s proposed
activities. Information prepared by Dr. Ferre will be
publicly available once completed, and we will look
to him as a neutral third-party consultant to continue
answering community questions.

OUR GEOPHYSICAL PROGRAM
Having previously shared information about our
geophysical activity at Hermosa, we wanted to share
how this piece of the puzzle fits into our broader
exploration approach and why it’s such an important
step in exploration.
Exploration activities are essentially an area-reduction
exercise. As one of our own geologists explained at
a recent educational event for high school students,
“There’s a lot of science behind it, not just geologists
aimlessly walking around licking rocks.” Initial field
activities often include airborne geophysics, which
either is a fixed wing aircraft or helicopter flying with
instruments to take pictures or remote sensing of
surface and subsurface geology. Depending on the
results, further geophysical work is undertaken on
the ground to build a clearer understanding of the
geology, which helps us to determine the best places
to drill for more detailed results. With a more targeted
drill plan, we can minimize surface disturbance.
(Continued on next page)

It should not be inferred that drilling immediately follows in all areas where there have been geophysical lines
or programs in place. In fact, geophysical work often indicates there isn’t any mineralization to explore there.

Hermosa’s geophysical program is currently underway, and the geophysical lines are marked and covered. The
technology used for this work does not impact wildlife and is safe for both flora and fauna. We
anticipate the activity will continue through the second quarter of 2022. For questions, please email
askhermosa@south32.net or come by the Patagonia office at 301 S. McKeown, currently open Wednesday
through Friday, 9am to 2pm.

MEET OUR PEOPLE
Skylie Estep joined Hermosa in June 2019 to look after talent recruitment, and also provides
guidance on organization strategy and operational readiness from a workforce planning and
development perspective. In simpler terms, she’s a people and relationships person who is really
good at putting together puzzles (jigsaw and otherwise).
Skylie is mom to two boys—Connor, 14, and Carter, 11—and to a Catahoula rescue dog named
Lina, whose favorite food is pillows. Baseball and college football are among Skylie’s favorite things
(“most of the time,” she says, “but not when Ohio State loses to Michigan!”). She also enjoys hiking
and cycling and recently took first in her division at the Nogales Bicycle Classic. An Ohio native, she
loves the climate of southern Arizona and being able to do something outside year-round.

“I am a third-generation miner,” she says. “Even though I tried really hard to avoid it, now I couldn’t
see myself working in any other industry! I am very lucky to be able to work with future and current
employees, holding discussions on everything from general interests to skills development and
career aspirations. I also consider myself very lucky to be able to get to know almost everyone pretty
well before they even start at South32!”

South32 Hermosa Project
301 McKeown Avenue
Patagonia, AZ 85264

COMING SOON AT HERMOSA

Panelists Wanted

Some of the work for our underground exploration
is getting underway, including ground stabilization,
earthworks, and subsequent well drilling. These
activities are necessary for the pumping, treatment,
and discharge of groundwater to allow for safe
passage of both people and equipment for
underground exploration activities. Some of this
work will be visible from Harshaw Road. Related
tree clearing and ground preparation have already
begun. All activity is restricted to our privately
owned property.

In early 2021, South32 invited residents of
Santa Cruz County to serve on the Hermosa
Advisory Panel. The panel has some vacancies,
so we are searching for additional members. We
are specifically looking for locals with diverse
perspectives, especially those with strong networks
within existing local and regional boards,
committees, formal and informal community
groups, and/or businesses.

COMMUNITY ADVISORY PANEL
UPDATES
The holidays are hectic, so our community advisory
panel members have agreed to forgo their
December meeting. The third-party facilitator, Angie
Donelson, is working on a report summarizing the
work conducted by the panel throughout 2021. The
report will be available on our website at south32.
net/hermosa when completed, and the panel will
resume meetings in January. Meetings are held the
third Wednesday of each month and are open to
the public. We are working to have them held at the
Wild Horse Restaurant in Patagonia starting in 2022.

Advisory panelists convene monthly to 1) advise on
aspects of project development with community
impacts and 2) identify joint goals and priorities
that could benefit both the larger community and
South32. Members of the panel will recommend
priorities and strategies important to the
community, such as those related to
transportation, infrastructure, water, environment,
wildlife preservation, and workforce concerns.
Panelists are expected to volunteer approximately
five hours per month for at least one year.
Email hermosacommunity@south32.net or find the
application at south32.net/hermosa/documents.

Comments, questions, concerns?
Email askhermosa@south32.net

