THE APPIN
MINE MEMORIAL.
40TH ANNIVERSARY ART PROJECT.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
South32 acknowledges the Dharawal people as the traditional custodians of
the land that the Appin mine memorial sits on. We pay respect to the ancestors,
Elders and emerging leaders of the Dharawal Nation and extend our respect to
all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians.
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INTRODUCTION
About South32 and Illawarra Metallurgical Coal

In 2019 the Appin community will commemorate the
40th anniversary of the mine disaster, a tragedy that

South32 Illawarra Metallurgical Coal is the commissioning

left a heavy toll on the community. In recognition of the

entity for the artwork. South32 is a mining and metals

anniversary, South32 is seeking expressions of interest

company. Our purpose is to make a difference by

from artists to create a major public artwork for permanent

developing natural resources, improving people’s lives now

installation at the sportsground in Appin.

and for generations to come.

The southern district was rocked on the night of 24 July

South32 aims to make a lasting contribution through social

1979 by an explosion at the Appin Colliery that took the

investment, to improve people’s lives in the communities

lives of 14 miners. The explosion was ignited by methane

surrounding our operations, build trust and partnership

gas and occurred in the most remote tunnel of the mine,

with our external stakeholders and contribute to our

about three kilometres underground. Ten miners died at

social licence to operate. Through community investment

the section crib room and the other four men were found

South32 aims to:

at varying distances towards the face. The disaster shook

•

the small Appin community, leaving 38 children fatherless.

build aspirations, and support respectful and genuine
engagement between South32 and host communities

One of the victims, John Stonham, left behind a wife and

•

nine children.

further develop and encourage culturally safe
practices at South32, in order to provide equal and
safe experiences for employees and their families, and

South32 seeks to:
•

•

other stakeholders
•

commemorate the 14 lives that were lost on July 24,
acknowledging and honouring the victims’ families

anniversary commemorations and promote the value

and extended community

of health and safety within mining

reinforce the improvement in safety within mining
since the disaster

•

encourage participation in the Appin Mine 40th

leave an enduring legacy for Appin and its extended
community
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The project

Selection process

To commemorate the 40th anniversary of the Appin

The following steps will be undertaken to select

mine disaster, South32 has committed to commissioning

the successful submission from the expression

a major artwork to be permanently installed in Appin.

of interest pool:

The commission is conceived as a call for an original

•

a curator and the commissioning entity will assess

public artwork by an Australian artist, artist collective, or

submissions for eligibility; incomplete submissions will

consortia of artists [described as artist throughout this

be considered ineligible.

document], with the final work to be housed at the Appin

•

Sportsground Parade.

the curator will assist South32 to conduct a viability
assessment of proposals, considering artistic
merit, physical durability, public safety, operational,
budgetary and maintenance matters.

Project objectives

•

The project aims to fulfil the following objectives:
•

their concept proposal through consultation with

generate greater visible acknowledgment of the

community stakeholders.

memorial
•

•

create awareness of improved safety measures within

•

increase engagement between South32 and host

and installation occurring between August 2019 and

uphold the value of a positive relationship between

June 2020

South32 and host communities
•

the approved proposal / concept will be unveiled at
the memorial event on July 24, 2019, with production

communities and stakeholders
•

the successful artist will present their final proposal to
the commissioning entity.

mining since the disaster
•

the successful artist will then be engaged to develop

•

leave a culturally significant legacy for our host

formal launch of the installed piece will occur at the
memorial event on July 24, 2020, or another date

communities

mutually agreed

TIMELINE
1 April to 5 May 2019

Submissions open

17 May 2019

Successful artist notified. Artist develops concept design based
on interviews, consultation, experiences in the community

24 June 2019

Mid-point concept presentation – to present early stage concept
ideas and visuals

17 July 2019

Concept documentation delivered – working with South32 from
1-24 July to provide visual material for presentation preparation

24 July 2019

Concept unveiled at memorial event

August 2019 to July 2020

Produce and install work – unveiling to occur on 24 July 2020,
or on another date appropriate
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THE APPIN MINE 40TH ART PROJECT
Prerequisites:
•

conditions and limitations, the population served, and
any requirements concerning materials for fabrication/

this is a commission for a new and original work;

construction.

existing artworks and/or concepts will not be accepted
as part of any application
•

As with any public art project, the artist’s responsibility is

submissions will only be accepted by Australian

to first understand the commissioner’s perspective on the

artists or Australian residents (however, in the

project, and then create an artistic response that absorbs

case of a consortia of artists, not all artists must

these ideas but has not been literally influenced by these

identify as Australian, but there must be at least one

predispositions. Throughout the project, the artist will not

representative)
•

only be trying to satisfy the artistic goals of the project, but

the public artwork is intended to be a memorial

also recognise the multiple constituencies or voices that
have an interest in the project. The artist should articulate

Applicant guidance

what they hope to achieve and provide information

South32 is seeking applications of a public artwork of

that contributes to a constructive and comprehensive

sculptural forms. The ideal artwork will contribute to the

conversation about all aspects of the project.

visual and textural character of the local community,
creating a feeling of belonging, and should foster a

When an Artist’s conceptual ideas are reviewed by

sense of spirit by commemorating the history or cultural

South32, the company will take into consideration the

heritage, as well as embracing the future.

impact on the community in the feedback process. Whilst
it is the belief of South32 that Artists should be free to

The final design must be an original artwork concept that

exercise their creative and artistic skills, the following

can be permanently installed in a public space at the

information defines a broader scope for potential

Sportsground Parade in Appin. The site address is

applicants. Additionally, the themes and supporting

40 Sportsground Parade, Appin. The work can be:

materials cited in this brief are included in order that they

•

representational or abstract

support an investigation and understanding of the site and

•

must be located externally

the purpose of the memorial.

•

integrated with architectural infrastructure,

•

or landscape

It is expected that the artwork be site-specific in its

functional, commemorative, decorative, kinetic

thematic and conceptual framework. The project brief

or interactive

does not define which elements, or how many, should
be incorporated into the work; it is the Artist’s role to be

South32 recommends that applicants note that final art

selective in this regard, in keeping with their own stylistic

work must be relevant and responsive to the site, the

preferences.

anniversary and community it will serve and should be
shaped by conversations with project and community
representatives. Discussion points could include site
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Themes for consideration

In developing their concept(s), artists should also take into
consideration that:

The focus of the artwork is commemorating the victims of

•

the disaster and to acknowledge the importance of their

the victims

history, along with the future of mining, particularly the

•

focus on safety within the industry. As a guide, the work
mateship

•

safety

•

mining

•

intersections between historical layers of place

•

cross-cultural and cross-community connections

•

acknowledgment of history

•

embracing the future

•

vibrant and activated public spaces

the work has the potential to include multiple artistic
and creative elements

may reflect and incorporate themes of:
•

the current memorial space, built by the colleagues of

•

the use of innovative materials including those that
are environmentally-sustainable and eco-friendly is
encouraged

•

materials used must be durable, robust, high-quality
and resistant to vandalism and/or graffiti

•

the design must meet all relevant safety standards

•

the design should avoid dangerous protrusions and
sharp edges, and (if sculptural) must not have the
ability to be easily climbed

•

Design considerations

the work should require minimal ongoing maintenance
and be easily cleaned

As the work will be positioned in public space,
it should:

The artwork will remain in situ permanently, so concepts

•

engage a broad audience (and be suitable for

need to be developed with this factor in mind. It can be

exhibition in a public space)

a single freestanding element, or alternatively the design

have the capacity to attract people’s attention

can incorporate a number of elements throughout the full

through reflection and evocation

extent of the designated site(s).

•
•

demonstrate and commemorate the significance
of the disaster

Applicants could propose a work that responds

•

serve as a statement for the community

to a singular site, or multiple locations. If the work

•

be of high artistic quality

encompasses multiple locations, a cohesive design that

•

create and enhance a sense of place

clearly shows how the multiple locations are visually

•

be able to be viewed in close proximity by

and thematically connected is expected as part of their

the audience

submission.

•

be visually appropriate and relevant to the site and
context of the commission

•

be of scale that is relevant to the site

•

comply with all relevant Australian Safety and Building
Standards and Codes

•

have a minimum lifespan of 25 years
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Limitations and restrictions
The public artwork will need to be designed and located
so as not to adversely affect the safety of the community.
The artwork will also need to be sympathetic of the current
memorial in place. The artwork does not need to interact
with the current memorial. The new piece will be located
in the vicinity of the current memorial but separate. The
artwork will be located externally so will need to withstand
climatic conditions including exposure to condensation,
water, wind, hail, animal droppings, summer heat and
airborne chemical pollutants. The artist will need to work
within the restrictions and parameters imposed by this
brief and by the site. The design submission must identify
long-term maintenance requirements and estimated costs,
being as accurate as possible.The project will consist of
three phases, outlined in the following pages.
Current memorial
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PHASE ONE - EXPRESSION OF INTEREST SUBMISSIONS
The call for artist EOI submissions will be for general

Submissions will be assessed on:

circulation to individual artists and arts organisations

•

Australia-wide. Applicants will be required to submit

your initial ideas and creative strategy

proposals that include:
•

a clear response to the brief that communicates

•

an initial response to the site and the project brief

artistic merit as evidenced in the visual material
of previous work provided

(maximum two pages) PDF format

•

demonstrated ability to work on significant projects

•

curriculum vitae (max 2 pages per artist) PDF format

within timelines and budget

•

up to 10 examples of relevant previous work

•

previous relevant experience in the public realm

(indicating materials, dimensions, budgets, locations,

•

demonstrated ability to create work that engages

date built, commissioners, collaborative partners) and

with a broad market

short 50-word statement for each work in PDF format
•

•

names and details of at least two references relating

durable work

to previous work
•

demonstrated ability to work on permanent and

•

indication of availability and response to project

experience with the materials you are considering
for use in your initial thinking

timeframe

•

demonstrated sculptural and structural design
know how through previous work

Proposed site for new artwork
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PHASE TWO - CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
AND DESIGN DOCUMENTATION
The successful artist will develop their concept. At this

•

point the successful artist will be required to enter into a

and footings when installed
•

Purchase Order with South32. The PO will be in the form of
while copyright of the artwork remains with the artist,

•

the selected artist will grant South32 an exclusive,

completed structural engineer report for artwork,
footings and safety of the design

worldwide licence, to use the work for non-commercial

•

purposes, in perpetuity; and
•

Additional (if needed) time for completion of the
below (for deadline of 1 August)

an agreement, and will state that:
•

a site plan showing the exact location(s) of the artwork

complete set of technical drawing of artwork and
footings

ownership of the physical work transfers to South32 on

•

completion of the project, who will donate the work to

finalised site plan showing the exact location(s) of the
artwork and footings when installed

Wollondilly Shire Council.

•

finalised concept design documentation booklet
including all elements above

The successful artist will be engaged to develop a final
concept. This is considered commencement of the project

The artist will be asked to present their developed proposal

and 30% of the fee will be paid at this stage. The final

to the commissioning entity. Assessment of the proposal

proposal must comprise of:

will consider the aesthetic, conceptual and technical

•

a site visit and briefing with commissioning entity

expertise demonstrated in the proposed work.

•

evidence of community consultation with relevant

Consideration will be given to:

stakeholders, as directed by the commissioning entity

•

•
•

•

mid-point concept presentation to curator and South32

aesthetic response to the site and the brief, including
scale and material

representative (either via skype or in person)

•

conceptual response to the site and the brief

Final documentation – completion of concept and

•

artistic merit of the proposed concept

design phase (for deadline of 17 July and public

•

public safety and risk management issues

presentation

•

maintenance issues

24 July)

•

robustness and durability

A concise conceptual overview (maximum 10 pages)
including:

All parties need to be satisfied that the proposal is

•

artist concept statement

achievable within the budget available, and that the work

•

visual renders

presented will be of a high professional and artistic quality

•

materials and finishes

that clearly conveys the artistic concept. Applicants must be

•

artist impression of artwork installed render (in situ)

able to undertake and deliver the project within the timeline

•

maintenance requirements & schedule

specified. The design must meet all safety, engineering and

•

budget and timeline for fabrication and install (inc.

other South32 requirements.

indication of fabricators, outline of fabrication and
•

•

installation contractors and supply relationships)

Following final design development approval, the successful

concise technical drawings and elevations of the

artist will commence production and another 30%

proposed artwork to convey the concept and design

payment of fee will be made, excluding installation onsite

structure (to be presented in a professional and artistic

at Sportsground Parade in Appin, any and all licences or

manner)

permits required during the design and fabrication, are the

draft structural engineer report for artwork

sole responsibility of the artist.
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PHASE THREE - COMMISSIONING,
FABRICATION AND INSTALLATION
During this phase, the artist will commence production,

This budget must include all costs associated with:

and install the work on site. It is a condition of the

•

concept and design development

commission that the successful artist, and any

•

community and stakeholder consultation

subcontractors will hold Public Liability Insurance

•

materials

(to the value of $10,000,000), professional indemnity

•

engineering

and product liability and Work Cover during the

•

fabrication

fabrication and installation of the artwork.

•

equipment hire (excluding plant hire relative to install)

•

the artist must ensure that the work is of high

•

transportation of artwork to site

production standard and workmanship;

•

site preparation and costs specific to the installation

South32 and Wollondilly Shire Council will undertake

•

artist’s fee (inclusive of install process)

•

regular inspections, including a final expert inspection,

•

for any defects and concept compliance before

South32 will contribute adequate funds to:

handover; and

•

marketing and promotion of the project

a maintenance manual and schedule must be

•

a plaque acknowledging the artist,

provided by the artist as part of the handover of the

commissioner and project

artwork, including a list of all materials and colours

•

used. If the artwork is sculptural, or requires assembly

accommodation costs

of parts, then a complete assembly manual including
all materials used must be submitted, in addition to
the previous documentation.
The total project budget is $100,000 exclusive of GST.
South32 proposes to make payments as per the following
schedule:
•

30% on commencement of project – Phase two

•

30% fabrication begins – Phase three

•

20% fabrication mid-point review based on timeline
and supported by supplied documentation of work to
date

•

assistance with travel to site and

20% at completion of project
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS
The selected artist will be required to enter into Purchase Order with South32 and fabrication contract.
Prior to the commencement of installation of the artwork, the artist will be required to undertake a site
safety induction.
The project budget is the total amount available for the concept, design, fabrication and installation of
the artwork - the realisation of the project. No additional fees will be provided to the artist or any other
entity associated with the project.
Any and all determinations or decisions made by the Commissioner to the terms of the Project Brief
shall be final and conclusive to all parties concerned.
Applicants are not to use South32 name, logo, image or any South32 symbol or icon for any purpose
without the prior written consent of the company.
South32 will donate ownership of the work to Wollondilly Shire Council. The artist will not reproduce
identical artworks for another party.

SUBMISSION PROCESS
Please upload your submissions in PDF format to:
https://www.dropbox.com/request/T0Z244yZgGilcoJGmaA5

For more information
Jessica Bloemen | 0450 063 997
Jessica.bloemen@south32.net
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