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Dear Mr Rix 
 

Dendrobium Coal Mine & Bulli Seam Operations Project 
Strategic Biodiversity Offset Statement 

 
I refer to the Strategic Biodiversity Offset (SBO) document that South32 submitted to the 
Department in March 2016. 
 
The Department has carefully considered the proposal to provide an offset for mining 
impacts from the Dendrobium Coal Mine and Bulli Seam Operations Project through the 
conservation of a 598 hectare site at Maddens Plains near Helensburgh. 
 
The Department and the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) support South32’s 
intention to secure the Maddens Plains site in perpetuity by transferring this land to the 
National Park estate.  
 
The Secretary is satisfied that the proposed offset land at Maddens Plains, as described 
in Table 4-1 of the SBO document, meets the offset requirements for any impacts on: 

 the upland swamps at the Dendrobium Coal Mine, as described in Table 3-1 of the 
SBO document; and  

 the vegetation communities at the Bulli Seam Operations Project, as described in 
Table 3-2 of the SBO document. 

 
In the opinion of the Secretary, the land also has additional offsetting values as it would: 

 secure land with significant ecological value in perpetuity within the National Park 
estate; and  

 improve habitat corridors between the Illawarra Escarpment State Conservation Area, 
the Dharawal Nature Reserve and the WaterNSW Special Area. 

 
Consequently, the Secretary has approved the Strategic Biodiversity Offset document, in 
accordance with condition 15 of Schedule 2 of the development consent for the 
Dendrobium Coal Mine and condition 14 of Schedule 2 of the project approval for the 
Bulli Seam Operations Project.  
 
The Secretary is also satisfied that this document fulfils the requirements of condition 9 of 
the Subsidence Management Plan Approval for Area 3B of the Dendrobium Coal Mine. 
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