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SOUTH32 ANNOUNCES US$20 MILLION DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE GRANT TO
HELP SUPPORT DOMESTIC BATTERY-GRADE MANGANESE PRODUCTION

South32’s Hermosa project, an advanced mining project in the United States capable of producing two federally
designated critical minerals - zinc and manganese, announced today the award of US$20 million from the
Department of Defense (DoD) under the Defense Production Act (DPA) battery grant program.

Awarded to help accelerate the domestic production of battery-grade manganese, the money will be matched with
a US$43 million investment by South32 to fund activities to support access to the manganese deposit.

South32 Chief Executive Officer Graham Kerr said, “The Department of Defense funding will help support
development of the Hermosa project’s battery-grade manganese deposit, the only advanced project in the United
States that has demonstrated through a pilot testing program that it can produce battery-grade manganese from
a domestic ore source.”

President of Hermosa Pat Risner said, “This project represents an opportunity for the United States to create
domestic supply chains for the minerals and metals important to national security. The Department of Defense
funding will help develop this critical resource on a timeline that matches that urgency.”

The DoD funding will enable Hermosa to advance its plans to bring much needed battery-grade manganese to
market in North America - including DoD-designated end-users — as demand is projected to grow in coming years
- all while creating a reliable, cost-effective domestic option for manganese products within the electric vehicle
battery supply chain.

ENDS

About the South32 Hermosa project

Located in a historic mining district in the Patagonia Mountains of Southern Arizona, South32’s Hermosa project is currently the
only advanced mine development project in the United States that could produce two federally designated critical minerals —
manganese and zinc — both of which are essential minerals for powering the nation’s clean energy future. Learn more at
www.south32hermosa.com.

Hermosa is a polymetallic development comprised of a zinc-lead-silver sulfide deposit, a battery-grade manganese deposit and
an extensive, highly prospective land package with the potential for further polymetallic and copper mineralization.

About South32

South32 is a globally diversified mining and metals company. Our purpose is to make a difference by developing natural resources,
improving people’s lives now and for generations to come. We are trusted by our owners and partners to realise the potential of
their resources. We produce commodities including bauxite, alumina, aluminium, copper, silver, lead, zinc, nickel, metallurgical
coal and manganese from our operations in Australia, Southern Africa and South America. We also have a portfolio of high quality
development projects and options, and exploration prospects, consistent with our strategy to reshape our portfolio toward
commodities that are critical for a low-carbon future.
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Further information on South32 can be found at www.south32.net.
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